




explore their calling. 
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 society will help you find an appropriate 

posting in another county. 

All applicants seeking to train for full time pastoral ministry will need 
to: 
 

 Complete a course of studies on Baptist History and 

Principles 

 Have undergone a medical examination 

 Submit a self declaration in relation to criminal records and 

be in receipt of a current Enhanced Disclosure 

 Sign the Declaration of Principle and acceptance of the 

Ministerial Recognition Rules 

 Have permission to work, either as a UK/EU national or with 

the necessary permission if not. 

Timeline 
College courses for training start in the autumn, usually the 
beginning of October.  In order that the Association and MRC can do 
their work in time for this, including securing funding for your 
training, they have placed a cut-off point of the beginning of 
February for applications from people wishing to commence training 
that year.   
 
This means that the latest that the church can consider making a 
recommendation for ministry is in the church meeting in January.  
As a consequence, the latest that the process of considering 
someone for ministry can start is usually sometime around the 
September of October in the year prior to the planned 
commencement of training . The recommendation process may take 
even longer if the Pastor, Global Mission Committee, Leadership 



Council or Church Meeting want to explore some aspect of a 
person’s vocation further, or have some questions about the calling.   
 
Further Help  
The process for exploring The process for exploring and confirming a  
call  to  ministry  is  long and can seem complicated. Further help  
and advice is available from the pastor, members of the Global 
Mission Committee, the deacon responsible for the Global Mission 
Committee, the Regional Minister or from the Ministry Department at 
Baptist House in Oxford.  
 
The Policy For Supporting Ministerial Students.   

1.  Those undertaking studies will only be supported if they have 

been through the church process for testing their call i.e. seeing one 

of the Ministers, Global Mission, Leadership Council and church 

meeting and have received the recommendation of the Church.   

2.  They must have been a member of Tabernacle for at least 2 years 

and have attended services regularly and played a full part in the life 

of the Church BEFORE beginning the discernment process with the 

church. 

3.  Once they have started their studies they must supply the Elder 

with responsibility for mission, for the attention of the mission hub 

and Pastors, with a short report each term detailing how they have 

settled in, how their studies are progressing, whether they have a 

church placement and if so how that is going, and generally how 

God is working in their life during this period of study.   

4.  Once they have started their studies they must normally attend a 

minimum of 6 services per year at Tabernacle.   

5.  Tabernacle will contribute to the tuition fees of all students 

approved by the Church provided the above is adhered to.  The 

amount is in the discretion of the Church as expressed through the 

Leadership Council.   

6.  Tabernacle will contribute to the living expenses of all students 

approved by the Church unless they are receiving a stipend from a 

church as part of church-based study, provided the above is adhered 



to. The amount will depend on the means and circumstances of the 

candidate and are always in the discretion of the Church as 

expressed through the Leadership Council.   

7.  Funding is reviewed annually and the student will be notified of 

the decision.   

 
 
 

 

 


